AB 2747 (2008) – Patient’s Right to Know

That Act says: When a healthcare provider makes a diagnosis of a terminal illness, the provider shall, upon the patient’s request, provide comprehensive information and counseling regarding legal end-of-life options, including:

· Hospice care at home or in a health care setting.

· A prognosis with and without the continuation of disease-targeted treatment.

· The right to refuse of or withdraw from life-sustaining treatment.

· The right to continue to pursue disease-targeted treatment, with or without concurrent palliative care.

· The right to comprehensive pain and symptom management at the end of life, including, but not limited to, 
· adequate pain medication, 
· treatment of nausea, 
· palliative chemotherapy, 
· relief of shortness of breath and fatigue, 
· and other clinical treatments useful when a patient is actively dying.
· The right to designate end-of-life care preferences and to choose someone to make decisions on the one’s behalf when one is otherwise unable to do so.
The Problem: 	Terminally ill patients were not receiving information about their end-of-life options and were suffering needlessly. Providers were reluctant to talk about those options. 





The Solution: 	The Act puts information and power into the patients’ hands. Having “The Conversation” has been shown to improve quality care and patient outcomes. 








